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He who is featless in being bold will meet with his death;
He who is featless in being timid will stay alive.
Of the two, one leads to good, the other to harm.

Heaven hates what it hates,
Who knows the reason why?

Therefore even the sage treats some things as dif ficult.

It is the way of Heaven not to strive, and yet it skilfully overcomes; not to speak, and yet it is skilful in
(obtaining) a reply; does not call, and yet men come to it of themselves. Its demonstrations are quiet, and yet its
plans are skilful and effective. The meshes of the net of Heaven are large; far apart, but letting nothing escape.

(translation by D. C. Lau and James Legge)
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When the people are not afraid of death, wherefore frighten them with death?

Were the people always afraid of death, and were I able to arrest and put to death those who innovate, then
who would dare?

There is a regular executioner whose charge it is to kill.

To kill on behalf of the executioner is what is desctibed as chopping wood on behalf of the master carpenter.
In chopping wood on behdalf of the master carpenter, there are few who escape hurting their own hands
instead.

(translation by D. C. Lau)
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The people are hungty:

It is because those in authotity eat up too much in taxes
That the people are hungty.

The people are difficult to govern.

It is because those in authority are too fond of action
That the people are difficult to govern.

The people treat death lightly:

It is because the people set too much store by life

That they treat death lightly.

It is just because one has no use for life that one is wiser than the man who values life.

(Ttanslation by D. C. Lau)
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